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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker
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read during
Davening or

Krias Hatorah

Issur of Shaatnez

Severity

1.

The Torah prohibits putting on a garment with a mixture of sheep
wool from a ram or ewe and linen. This is derived from the
pesukim, “Pby nYy> XY 130PW D°KYS TA21” (V™ V™ XIP7) and “YaoN K
PIP DPNYDY MY NIOYY” (R 273 0117).

Transgresses every moment. One who is wearing shaatnez
violates a lo saaseh every moment he is able to take it off but
does not do so (¥"1 &Y "o 0"am).

Chok. Although the issur of shaatnez is a chok, as indicated in the
posuk, “PHY 1YY’ X5 110YW O°RYI 7321 10 1WN npn NR” (0w xpn),
some reasons have been given. One of these reasons is that the
avodoh zoroh priests in Mitzrayim would wear garments made of
wool and linen. Hashem prohibited us from wearing these
garments to distance us from avodoh zoroh (n ©°>121 77N D"aM
X"IpN M PN, 0°wITR D NAY 17an0 ,175D).

There is a Midrash which says that it was “difficult” [kaveyochol] for
Hashem to redeem Klal Yisroel from Mitzrayim since they were
uncircumcised, had certain hairstyles, and wore shaatnez just like
the Mitzrim (23790 9"p”1). We must strengthen and learn about the
issur of shaatnez and become more aware of its severity. Doing so
will naturally help us avoid this issur and speed the geulah.

Holds back tefillos. Besides for violating an issur, one who wears
shaatnez prevents his tefillos from being accepted. This is
because he looks like an avodoh zoroh priest to the malach who
takes Klal Yisroel’s tefillos (o°w11p '0 *0axp~). This applies even to
one who wears shaatnez unintentionally (v™1% M2°% "nYw 700
WY ATIYA WMWI MO’ ,1"ND WA 3 A 0 A19°DNY MIdNN CPT PTRIR
™o HY5100).

Types of Fabric Included in the Issur

6.

Types of wool. The only wool that makes a shaatnez mixture is
wool from male or female sheep. Camel wool, angora rabbit wool
etc. are not included in the issur of shaatnez.

Linen. Only linen is part of the issur. Other similar fabrics, e.g.,
hemp, cotton, etc. are not linen and may be combined with wool.

Not Wearing Any Wool Clothes

8.

Due to the severity of the issur of shaatnez, some people are
machmir and do not wear any wool clothes. Several Acharonim
write that a G-d-fearing person should not wear wool clothes since
it is common to find linen threads in them (77> mx 1p 553 x"non).
One who is machmir on himself not to wear wool out of fear of
violating the issur of shaatnez is called “holy” (70 »o "k ©"nn N"Ww).
Bekeshe. Thousands upon thousands of Chassidim today wear a
bekeshe on Shabbos; many do not know why. The minhag stems
from a concern of violating shaatnez with wool clothes. During the
week, people did not wear wool, so Chassidim did not feel the
need to only wear silk. On Shabbos, however, when people wore
elegant clothes, many of which were wool, Chassidim specifically
wore silk clothes to preclude any fear of shaatnez. They also wore
silk or fur coats. Some wore silk or materials other than wool even
during the week for the same reason.
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Dressing a Child in Shaatnez

10.

11

One may not dress a child in shaatnez, even if he is very young and
does not have daas, based on the issur of “feeding by hand”
[“sofinon beyodayim”] ("X »o v"r any n"w ,7"po R”3pn m n"mn). Thus,
children’s — and even infants’ — garments must also be checked for
shaatnez. If the child dresses himself, there is no issur of “feeding
by hand,” but shaatnez is still ossur due to chinuch.

Some Principles of the Issur of Shaatnez

Most of the detailed halochos of shaatnez are only relevant to
shaatnez checkers and poskim who specialize in shaatnez. Here, we
will focus mainly on halochos relevant to the general public.

Forms of Shaatnez

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

A garment [“beged”] is a cloth woven from threads. A thread
[“chut”] is a group of fibers spun together into a strand. Fibers
[“sibim”] are thin filaments which come from animals, plants, or
synthetic materials.

Combination of fibers in a thread. The issur of shaatnez has several
forms. If a thread is spun from both wool and linen fibers, we do not
apply the rule of bitul berov since the combination itself is the issur
(X"po V"X PO 1"V ,TAa "7 X" 1T 'oIn). Thus, even if the thread is
mostly made up of wool and partially of linen, the entire thread is
ossur. One may not make a garment from it or use it to sew a garment.
Combination of threads in a garment. If a garment contains
several whole wool threads, one may not sew it with linen threads,
even if it is made mostly of a different material (x"0 x"x1 "0 y"w).
We do not say the wool threads are botul in the other material, as
we will below (19) since whole threads are significant and are not
botul. Similarly, if a garment is woven with silk threads lengthwise
and linen threads widthwise, even if the majority is silk, it may not
be sewn with wool since the linen threads are not botul (1”5 ¥mo
1D 0 NTAN AT N 7).

Combination of fabrics in a garment. If a piece of wool fabric was
sewn to a piece of linen fabric using a thread of a different material,
everyone agrees the garment is ossur since the wool and linen are
connected by the stitching (2"po 'w "o 7'w).

If there is a piece of fabric of a different material separating the
wool and linen and the stitching goes through all three pieces,
some say that all poskim would agree it is ossur (nmxni s yx 7o
X2 D11 2D P *W1a5n 1101 1N, 342 MY).

Garment with Wool and Linen Stitching

17.

18.

Wool and linen in a thread. A garment made of silk or cotton, for
example, sewn with a shaatnez thread, i.e., a thread that has wool
and linen interwoven or spun together, is shaatnez and ossur (1w
"0 R"® "0 7") mideoraiso (¥ 'yl ¥’d yw’ wiabn X191 a0 n).
Wool thread and linen thread. If a cotton garment has some wool
stitching and some linen stitching but the wool threads and linen
threads do not touch, some say it is shaatnez and ossur (>’ 0"ann
27D VX7 70 YW NNPNo 0" O°RY3), others say it is muttar (oxY> w™
X"n1,0"n V"0). The minhag is to be meikel ("w "o v’ ,v"w >0 MO
V"1 7P Y93 ®7oM, 71 270) but a G-d-fearing person will make sure his
clothes are muttar according to all poskim (x”on).
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Garment Made from Wool and Another Material — Bitul

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

70% polyester, 30% wool. If a piece of fabric is made of threads
which are in turn made mostly of one type of fiber and partially of
another type, e.g., 70% camel wool [whose name is similar to
sheep wool (x"n x5 0”0 V™1N)] or polyester or the like [even if its
name is not similar to sheep wool (~o 7" X"V 71,7 »0 2'n y"awn
v"x1)] and 30% sheep wool, the fabric is not considered to be made
from sheep wool since the sheep wool is botul berov and one may
sew the fabric with linen (x"0 v"x1 »0 Y"W).

Wool is distinguishable. Some say this is only true if the wool fibers
are not distinguishable in the fabric, but if they are distinguishable
[even only to an expert, but as they are, without unraveling or
singeing the thread (x">'vn 2”0 yw> >w1abn 7" n)], they are not botul
berov, even though they are the minority (0w 770 2"n y"awn n"w
3"Yp »o 1'n 7% vaw). This is because in any mixture of issur and
heter, if the issur is distinguishable, it is not botul even if it is the
minority (770 "X »0 771 X"N12 WR1AN0W 710 PYI).

Others say even if the sheep wool is distinguishable it is botul. They
hold this is not the normal application of bitul berov found
throughout halochoh since wool and linen alone are each muttar.
Rather, the reason for this heter is that the issur of shaatnez only
starts after the threads are spun. If there are different types of
fibers in a thread, the thread is viewed as if it was spun from the
majority material, not the minority. Hence, even if the minority of
wool fibers are distinguishable, one may sew those threads with
linen thread (v x"m,7"0 V"X >0 T W'Y ,1"Dp *O NITAN AT N"Y
1"0p PO 11N "N N"Y ,0"PO X'Dp D).

60% polyester, 30% wool, 10% linen. If a thread is mostly made up of a
different material and partially made up of even wool and linen, we
follow the majority and the entire thread is considered to be made
from the other material and is not shaatnez. Even if the other material
only nullifies either the wool or linen, but not the two together, e.g.,
45% polyester, 25% wool, and 30% linen, the entire thread is
considered to be made from the other material; it is not shaatnez ( y"w
X"0 V"¥1 "0) and may be sewn with either wool or linen.

It should be pointed out that these halochos are just some general
rules about threads or fabrics composed of different materials. One
should not derive from here that any garment that has a minority
of wool or linen does not need to be checked. Even if the fabric
itself is not shaatnez, several garments have additional threads,
fabrics, lining, or pieces of cloth which are shaatnez. Besiyato
dishmayo, in the next issue we will give several examples.

Obligation to Check Clothes

Some types of clothes bought from non-Jews, or bought from
Jews but made in a non-Jewish factory, commonly contain
shaatnez and may not be worn until they are checked by an
expert. Some types do not commonly have shaatnez but do have
a rate of occurrence significant enough to obligate them to be
checked. Some types only have shaatnez very rarely and do not
need to be checked, as will be explained.

Lack of information. The general public does not have updated
information about the rate of occurrence of shaatnez in various
types of garments. Also, the reality constantly changes due to new
techniques in the manufacture of clothes and depending on the
price of wool and linen. Thus, one must always consult with a
shaatnez lab or shaatnez expert. otherwise, he may easily
transgress this grave issur without even knowing it, chas vesholom.

Frequency of Shaatnez in Garments

26.

27.

Clothes that, for the most part, contain shaatnez. Clothes that
contain shaatnez most of the time may not be worn before they

28. What is considered a significant minority? Some say in many areas
of halochoh, 10% is a significant minority (x2177 7> >0 7”1 2pY> N1IOWN
'po V"> "o n">7171a). Others say it does not depend on percentages;
rather, a type of garment that shaatnez will inevitably be found
after checking a significant number of garments is considered to
have shaatnez in a significant minority, even if it is less than 10%
(7"po "D >0 TP 71"N ,X”D 70 TN MY VIV N"TY).

29. Changing circumstances. Some say whenever circumstances
constantly change, there is always an obligation to check and one
may not rely on the accepted rate of 10% since at one point in time
it may be less and at another, it may be more. In such a case,
clothes need to be checked simply to determine the rate of
occurrence of shaatnez (5pa Y37 1DIRTOTIXIA ™37 VMO0 "NYNIY 2
MDY Moo PIph "1xnn v n *1% owa mip). Thus, one should always
check clothes of a type that the circumstances always change, even
if at that specific time, the rate of occurrence is less than 10%.

30. Rare. Types of clothes that only rarely contain shaatnez are not
technically obligated to be checked. Still, it is proper for a G-d-
fearing person to check them; doing so is not a waste of time and
money (x"wman). If one wore this type of garment and shaatnez
was only found later, he is an oneis and an oneis does not need a
kaporoh (770 7"5p »0 T X"M).

31. One should not send a garment of the type in which shaatnez is
almost never found to be checked. Doing so inundates shaatnez
checkers with work at the expense of other people. This may
prevent people from checking garments that need to be checked.

32. One-time check. An important point: although in other areas of
halochoh, e.g., checking food for bugs, checking for treifos, etc.,
there are rules about rate of occurrence which impact the
obligation to check, it could be that checking for shaatnez is
different. When it comes to food, each time a person eats, he must
determine if he must check the food, which could potentially be
very burdensome. For clothes, on the other hand, a garment is
checked once and determined to be kosher forever. This may be a
reason to be machmir on shaatnez checking (7wyn o550 noywn).

Shaatnez Labs

33. Accommodating people. It is important for shaatnez checkers to
make it as convenient as possible for people to get their clothes
checked. One of the reasons people are lax about checking their
clothes is that it is sometimes inconvenient, whether it be because
it takes a long time to get clothes back or due to limited drop-off
and pickup times or locations.

34. Accommodating checkers. Conversely, people should also realize
that there are very few expert shaatnez checkers relative to the
population at large. This means they have a considerable workload,
especially on Erev Yom Tov and at popular times for weddings.
Since checking for shaatnez requires patience, focus, and great
precision, people should make sure to give in their clothes as early
as possible and not procrastinate until the last minute. This will
avoid any compromise in the quality of the checking.

Common and Uncommon Shaatnez Spots on One Garment

35. Sometimes, within one garment there are sections that commonly
have shaatnez and sections that have a rate of occurrence of
shaatnez low enough to not require checking. Many shaatnez labs,
especially in Chutz Lo’oretz, only check the sections that have a rate
that obligates checking and do not check the other sections.

36. However, some hold once a checker receives a garment to check
the parts that commonly have shaatnez, he must also check the
parts that do not. This is because we do not rely on majority
when the reality can be determined, unless doing so would be
very burdensome. Sections of the garment that almost never
have shaatnez do not need to be checked (o >n "Y1 vaw n"w
1’1 1" 19YnY 1I0PWi 100 K1Y ,17DP).

are checked (270 x"w "0 71 y"w). They are muktzeh on Shabbos
and may not even be moved letzorech gufom umekomom (y"w
T'pPpo 2'm 1o 1"w "o M"R). If one wore such a garment without
checking it and shaatnez deoraiso was ultimately found in it, he
needs a kaporoh even if he sinned inadvertently, not knowing it
needed to be checked (v”po V"% "D 7" 1"V).

Significant minority. A garment of the type in which shaatnez is
found in a significant minority must be checked lechatchiloh
before use. If one wore it without checking it and shaatnez
deoraiso was ultimately found, he needs a kaporoh (o 7v xnp

any "7 ARN NPT oab mTpma a79). If one is in a pressing

situation and it is difficult to check it, e.g., there is no time to
check it before Yom Tov or a wedding, he may be meikel and
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wear it and check it afterward as soon as possible.



